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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or toe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tur COMING or JESUS anv ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
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Single copies .20 
History 40 
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and 
INFORMATION 


The Kingdom of God 


Pocket-size edition 


To the King—Jesus—the subject was 
vital: 


e The “Kingdom of God” occurs 
over 100 times in the four Gospels 


e Jesus taught His disciples to pray 
for the Kingdom to come 


@ He preached the Kingdom mes- 
sage throughout every city and 
village 


To Christians today the subject is 
equally as vital: 


@ They are pressing into it 
@ They are proselyting for it 
@ They are prevailing because of it 


What are you doing for the Kingdom 
cause? 


This book will help you inform 
your friends, neighbors, relatives 


@ When the Kingdom will come 
® How it will come 


@ Who can participate 


One copy . ae 
One dozen copies 1.00 
100 copies 5.00 
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Your Opportunity to Help 


Place a one year’s subscription to the 


MEGIDDO MESSAGE in the hands 
= 


@ Your loved relatives 


@ Your friends— (Protestant, 
Catholic, Jew or Infidel) 


@ Your local Public Library 
@ Your Sunday School 


@ Your College or School Library 





LETTERS 


A Library Find 


Dear Friends, 

I would like to tell you that I have never 
enjoyed any other book or books as much 
as I have your two volumes of the Known 
Bible and its Defense! I feel that if every- 
one would read them, all the man-made 
doctrines of religion would cease and that 
they would begin to see that every Word 
of the Bible is not to be taken literally. 
Also, they could get a clearer understand- 
ing of God’s Holy Word. I must confess 
that you bring out things in your books 
that I never even gave a second thought to. 

I came across your two books while 
browsing around the Bible literature books 
in the County Public Library and what a 
blessing! 

Wouldn’t it be just wonderful if all the 
churches could unite with ... “one Lord, 
one faith. .. ;” the calendar brought back 
to true Bible time, and an all-out back- 
to-God-and-Christ movement in the world! 
But then, it will not be long before all 
that comes for sure and forever. 

Again, may I commend you for your 
two enlightening books and please come out 
with more! 


Wilson, N. Car. Mrs. J. A. T 


Help in Learning the Truth 


Dear Friends, 

I hope to be able to receive the MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE all our days, for it surely helps 
us to learn the Truth and it teaches us to 
live a life that is pleasing unto God. 


Cedar Rapids, Ia. W. F. & A. V. 


Earnest Words 


Dear —————-: 

It will take all of our time to serve God 
and to worship Him in the depths of our 
hearts. We must awaken in ourselves the 
desire and do with the right intention all 
that He requires us to do. 

’ Those who are wholly God’s are always 
happy. We know by experience that the 
yoke of the Lord is “easy and light,” that 
we find in Him rest for the soul, and that 
He comforts those who are weary and over- 
burdened, as He Himself has said. But woe 
unto those weak and timid ones who are 
divided between God and the world. 

God has little patience with those who 
say to themselves, “I shall go this far and 
no farther.” Is it up to the creature to make 
the law for his Creator? What would a 
king say of a subject, who only served 
him in his own way, who feared to care 
too much for his interests, and who was 
embarassed in public because of belonging 
to him? Still more what will the King of 
kings, say if we act like these cowardly 
servants? 

Blind are all who think themselves wise, 
and who are not so in the wisdom of Jesus 
Christ. 


St. Louis, Mo. aS, 
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“What Shall be the Sign of Thy Coming?” 


F EVER THERE was a time when we need to trust 
if in God and believe the promise that Christ will come 

to right the world’s wrongs, it is now. 

God’s plan is to fill the earth with His glory; that was 
His purpose in arranging its creation. It is not His pur- 
pose that it should ultimately be destroyed, or forever 
be under the heel of tyranny or mismanaged by irre- 
sponsible men and ruling groups. It is His purpose that 
our planet should be inhabited by worthy mortals with 
whom He ean share His munificence and upon whom He 
can bestow limitless blessings. ‘For thus saith the Lord 
that created the heavens; God himself that formed the 
earth and made it;... he created it not in vain, he formed 
it to be inhabited” (Isa. 45:18). 

God is a mighty Creator, expansion is His everlasting 
purpose. “Known unto God are all his works from the 
beginning of the world.” He formed the earth to be inhab- 
ited. But it is not His plan for it to be perpetually inhab- 
ited by gangsters, racketeers, disturbers of the peace, 
teen-age vandals, workers of iniquity of all shades and 
grades; but with a righteous, holy people. The Psalmist 
declares: “The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell 
therein for ever” (Ps. 37: 29). The prophet Daniel pro- 
jects the happy realization of God’s plan for the earth 
with these words: “And the kingdom and dominion, and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 
shall be given to the people of the saints of the most 
High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him” (Dan. 7: 27). It 
is God’s purpose that irresponsible government shall 
cease; in place of it, “Behold, a king shall reign in right- 
eousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.” “T will also 
make thy officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness. 
Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting 
nor destruction within thy borders” (Isa. 32:1; 60: 
17, 18). 

Christ’s coming is to be the event that will initiate all 
these wonderful changes, and that is a major part of 
God’s plan for the earth and mankind. Jesus said He was 
going away, and promised His anxious disciples that He 
would come back. 

Upon one occasion Jesus was in the temple, and as 
someone spake of the temple, “how it was adorned with 
goodly stones and gifts,’ He took occasion to reveal to 
His disciples the vicissitudes that lay before them in the 
near future, and before He finished He gave a preview 
of what should befall earth’s inhabitants away down at 
he time of His second coming. When alone with His 
disciples on the mount of Olives, His disciples asked Him, 
“When shall these things be, and what shall be the 
sign of Thy coming?” His answer is of especial interest 
to us, aS we can but sense that we are living in the last 
days, near the time when the final phase of His prophecy 
will be accomplished. 

Christ told them of the destruction of their temple. 
Not “one stone upon another” should be left that should 
not be thrown down (Matt. 24: 2). Deceivers should arise 
saying they were Christ; they should not go after them: 
there should be wars and rumors of wars, famines, pesti- 
lences, earthquakes, but the end is not yet. His followers 


should be forced to suffer persecution at the hands of 
their enemies for His name’s sake, and be hated of all 
men. Their city Jerusalem should be compassed with 
armies and destroyed. There should be great distress in 
the land and wrath upon that people. “And they shall 
fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive 
into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled” (Luke 21: 24). 


Jesus Predicted That There Should be Signs of His Return 


Then spanning many centuries He predicts some of the 
very things that have taken place in the world during 
recent years, and are taking place at the moment. “And 
there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in 
the stars”—the greater powers of earth and their lumi- 
naries—‘“and upon the earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming upon the earth: for the powers of 
heaven shall be shaken.” This last prediction has literally 
met its fulfillment since the development of nuclear war- 
fare, in the face of the dangers born of the cold war, plus 
the hazards of racial tensions, crime, teen-age vandalism, 
and lowered morals. Then Jesus followed with the pre- 
diction of His coming again: “And then shall they see 
the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. And when these things begin to come to pass, then 
look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh.” Let us consider some of the signs of 
His coming. 


As in Noah’s Day——— 


In Luke 17: 26, 27, 30, Jesus foreshows the state mankind 
would be in at His coming, and current conditions fit 
His prediction with astounding accuracy. “As it was in 
the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the 
Son of man. They did eat, they drank, they married wives, 
they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed 
them all... Even thus shall it be when the Son of man is 
revealed.” Individuals and nations go about their daily 
procedure, with no thought of divine intervention. In 
the days of Noah the ante-diluvian world were warned 
through the preaching of Noah, yet were unbelieving. For 
120 years Noah forewarned them of the approach of the 
flood, but they refused to be alerted or to change their 
course of life. So the people of today have been fore- 
warned during their entire lifetime by the recorded 
teachings and admonitions of the prophets, Jesus and the 
apostles, of God’s judgments to ultimately come upon 
the world of the ungodly, yet they are unbelieving, hence 
that day will come upon them unawares. Isaiah foretold 
the coming judgments with the following words: “Behold, 
the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall dis- 
close her blood, and shall no more cover her slain” (26: 
21). Daniel foretold a “time of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation even to that same time” (12:1). 
The prophet Malachi pictures the judgments upon the 
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wicked in the following words: “For, behold, the day 
cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, 
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the 
day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of 
hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch” 
(4:1). And Jesus Himself said: “Watch ye therefore, 
and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to 
escape all these things which shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man” (Luke 21:36). 


As in Lot's Day——— 


Then Jesus continues in Luke 17, “As it was in the 
days of Lot: they did eat, they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they builded; but the same day that 
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from 
heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be 
when the Son of man is revealed” (vs. 28—30). The 
people of Sodom were unaware of approaching doom. 
They were unsuspecting. The warning that Lot was able 
to give was received with disdain. He seemed to his sons- 
in-law as one that mocked. Sodom to be destroyed at the 
rising of the morning sun? Nonsense! The sun never set 
more beautiful; the evening sky was peaceful and serene. 
God would not overthrow such a beautiful city of homes 
and landscapes and gardens. The old gentleman probably 
means all right, but he must be unduly frightened. And 
that is the condition the world is in today. Only a small 
minority are aware of the imminence of divine inter- 
vention into the affairs of men with its inevitable 
destruction of life, and are making an effort to escape. 
And that is a sign of Christ’s coming, for “even thus 
shall it be when the Son of man is revealed.” 


Perilous Times 


Another forecast for these last days that is so accurate 
that it fairly screams its message, is the forecast of 
Paul recorded in II Timothy 3. “This know also, that in 
the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, 
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God” (vs. 1—4). 

Let us analyze this forecast and we shall see how 
exactly it fits in with the reality of existing conditions. 
Men shall be “lovers of their own selves, covetous, boast- 
ers, proud, blasphemers.” Much could be said about the 
appalling prevalence of each of these human perversities, 
and they are becoming more prevalent; the index curve 
is rising, not lowering. Then follows, “disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy.” How could a forecast be 
more accurate in view of the teen-age vandalism problem 
that is afflicting practically every city in the United 
States? 

For ample confirmation of the fulfillment of this 
prophecy, one has only to read the current crime statis- 
tics as reported in such reliable weeklies as the U. S. 
News and World Report of the “upswing” of crime, 
especially juvenile crimes inclusive of yokings, murders, 
aggravated assaults, manslaughter, robberies, street 
battles, etc. 

F. B. I. Director, J. Edgar Hoover points out that 
the crime rate in 1957 was “the highest in U. S. history” 
and it has kept rising, till 1958, and 1959 will show the 


“worst record for serious crimes in police annals.” 

To cite briefly from just one or two of the many 
reports: “On the increasingly large part played by youth 
in the major-crime picture, including murder, rape, and 
aggravated assault, Mr. Hoover says this: ‘The recent 
scourge of street “mugging,” sex attacks, bodily assaults, 
murder and other carnage by young criminals across the 
country demands a reappraisal of the ugly reality which 
is juvenile crime. . . The growing menace of youthful 
depredation is the core of the crime cancer in America.’ ” 

Outbreaks of teen-age violence in New York and other 
cities brought a demand for a stern and “all out counter- 
attack against vicious young thugs.” Mr. Hoover called 
the problem of youthful crime a monster of frightening 
proportions. The general public, “ ‘long indifferent to 
the problem of juvenile crime, now stands appalled at the 
spectacle of rampaging teen-age criminals.’ ” “Alarm- 
ingly, not only the frequency of youth crimes but the 
savagery of these offenses is mounting day by day, year 
by year.” 

Surely these are the “perilous times” foretold for the 
“last days.” 

The prophecy in II Timothy 3 not only specifies dis- 
obedience to parents, but singles out that they will be 
“without natural affection.” The record of thrill murders 
of recent years proves this prediction to be true. A child 
murders his parents; a man murders his wife and chil- 
dren with no apparent reason for doing so. A boy in his 
early teens murders his boy friend. 

Another feature of Paul’s prophecy covers over-all 
crime, which record grows blacker and blacker with each 
passing year. “But evil men and seducers sha!l wax 
worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived” (II Tim. 
3:13). Crime statistics show the accuracy of this fore- 
cast. 

Added to the dark picture is a most startling develop- 
ment of the sudden surge in bank robberies and that 
with “women appearing as bank robbers, an alarming 
and completely inexplicable trend.” 

The prison population is steadily rising. In 1910 it was 
68,735 and in August 1958 it reached an all-time high 
of 195,414. These increases represent percentages far 
in advance of the increase of the population. We are 
reminded of the remarks of an observer of some years 
ago, who even then stated: “that far more interesting 
figures would be the number of criminals who are not 
in prison—who walk our streets bold as lions, hopeful 
and confident that, even if temporarily apprehended, they 
will soon be at liberty through the ministrations of a 
clever and not-too-scrupulous attorney or, if he fails, of 
a weak-minded parole board.” 


The Troubles of Capital and Labor 


The conflict between Capital and Labor during recent 
years, and the great concentration of wealth in the hands 
of a few, are signs of Christ’s coming. It fulfills a fore- 
cast for these last days. James, author of the book bearing 
his name, foreshows this with the following words: “Go 
to now, ye rich men, weep and how! for your miseries that 
shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and 
your garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver is 
cankered ; and the rust of them shall be a witness against 
you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have 
heaped treasure together for the last days. Behold, the 
hire of the laborers who have reaped down your fields, 
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which of you is kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries 
of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of 
the Lord of sabaoth. . . Be patient therefore, brethren, 
unto the coming of the Lord” (James 5: 1—4, 7). 

Only by divine inspiration could the Apostle have seen 
the conditions which confront us at this very moment. 
But one might ask, how can these words of James be 
harmonized with the present position of Labor, its high 
wages, short hours, power of appeal, legal standing? 
While it is true that Labor has attained a position hither- 
to unknown, that does not mean that Capital has had a 
change of heart. There are some terribly black pages in 
the history of industrial relations, and they are not all 
the account of the destructive violence of rebellious 
labor. The fact that just now the shoe is on the other 
foot is no assurance that Big Business has reformed, or 
that if conditions were suddenly reversed it would not be 
as toplofty, greedy and inconsiderate as in days of old, 
or as Big Labor has been for the past few years. The 
situation is a clear indication of the nearness of the com- 
ing of the Lord. 


The Prevalence of Divorce 


Immorality was the outstanding sin in Sodom, and it 
is a plague to the world of today, just as Jesus said it 
would be when He returns to the earth, showing that we 
are now living near the time of His reappearance. Sta- 
tistics show that one out of every three marriages ends 
in divorce, resulting in disintegrated homes, broken lives, 
frustrated children. Truly this situation is a sign of the 
times. 


Christ Will Stop the Avalanche 


The downward trend, so sweeping in the world today, 
reminds one of the movement of an avalanche, which once 
started down the mountainside, picks up and increases 
speed which no power known to man can stop. It is said 
that an avalanche in the Alps, once under way, builds 
up rapidly. Masses of snow and ice, earth, rocks, trees, 
houses, and even whole villages, slide down the moun- 
tainside together. It would be impossible to stop one 
part of the avalanche without stopping all of it. 

So in the world today: morals, submission to law, the 
sanctity of the marriage contract, the sacredness of the 
home circle, integrity, honesty, truthfulness, modesty of 
dress and deportment, reverence for the Bible and the 
God who authorizes it—all is going down together. No 
main is able to arrest the downtrend or stop the avalanche. 
It will take the coming of Jesus as King of Earth to 
accomplish this. Let us read again from Isaiah 26: “Let 
favor be showed to the wicked, yet will he not learn right- 
eousness; in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, 
and will not behold the majesty of the Lord.” No man 
can stop the avalanche, but God can. Let us see: “Lord, 
when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see” but they 
shall be made to see, “for when thy judgments are in the 
earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteous- 
ness” (vs. 10, 11, 9). He will stop the avalanche. 

The simile of the “book sealed with seven seals,” 
recorded in Revelation 5 and 6, bears a striking resem- 
blance to the thought of Christ stopping the avalanche. 
The Revelator wept much because “no man was found 
worthy to open and to read the book,” or to open the seals 
thereof—that is, to accomplish the great things the seals 
represent. “And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep 





not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of 
David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the 
seven seals thereot” (v. 5). The world is to grow worse 
and worse until Christ arrives. Only He can stop the 
avalanche. 

It is said that in the Alps they have what is known as 
the avalanche blast, which is a windstorm caused by the 
rapidly moving mass down the mountain slope. And today 
that wind is blowing, and it will continue to blow stronger 
and stronger until at Christ’s coming it will be countered 
by the “whirlwind of the Lord” which will go “forth in 
fury,” falling “grievously upon the head of the wicked” 
(Jer. 23:19). Then and not until then will the down- 
trend of the avalanche be reversed. 


A Comforting Promise 


Jesus intended that we should observe, and be com- 
forted by the signs of His coming, as His words indi- 
cate: “And when these things begin to come to pass, 
... lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh” (Luke 21: 28). We have seen these things begin to 
happen, prophecy is being fulfilled before our very eyes, 
let us lift up our heads and rejoice. Not rejoice to observe 
that sin and evil is on the increase, but rejoice to know 
that it is the darkness before the dawn, that it is the pre- 
lude to something much better, that the kingdom of God 
is near at hand, and while the darkness is all around us, 
we can begin to see the faint glow of the approaching day. 


Scoffers Shall Arise 


The apostle Peter foretells some of the things that will 
be taking place just before Christ’s coming. “Knowing 
this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, 
walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the 
promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, 
all things continue as they were from the beginning of 
the creation” (II Pet. 3:3, 4). This forecast is being ful- 
filled in two ways. Scoffers have arisen saying, “where 
is the promise of His coming?” They have been saying 
it over the years, and they still are saying it. And beside, 
the great bulk of religious people are saying it by default, 
are saying it indirectly by keeping silent about the sub- 
lime hope of Christ’s coming. What they do not say speaks 
even more loudly than what they do say. 

In a well-known journal of contemporary preaching, 
it is the aim of the editor to print each month a number 
of the best sermons currently preached by the ministers 
of the Protestant denominations. Some seventy-five of 
these sermons are printed each year, and scarcely one 
word is said about the personal return of Christ. 

But Peter’s meaning goes further. There “shall come in 
the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts.” 
Men and women who know the demands of the gospel, 
but do not care to apply them to their daily living are 
among the scoffers. In Matthew 24 Jesus spoke of this 
class of individuals, listing them as “evil servants.” “But 
and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his coming; and shall begin to smite his fellow- 
servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; the 
lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh 
not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, and 
shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with 
the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth” (vs. 48—51). The evil servants would be saying in 
their hearts, “My lord delayeth his coming.” We may say 
it in our hearts without speaking it audibly. But some 
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have even spoken their doubts out in plain words. This 
also is a sign that we are near the time of the Lord’s 
coming. 


The Nations Shall Prepare For War 


Another of the signs of Christ’s coming has a dual, and 
somewhat contradictory aspect, the preparation for war, 
and the probing for peace. The Word of God reveals that 
in the last days the nations would be preparing for 
war; it also reveals that the nations’ frenzied armament 
race—when plowshares are beaten into swords and 
pruninghooks into spears—is to be suddenly interrupted 
by divine intervention. “Proclaim ye this among the Gen- 
tiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all 
the men of war draw near; let them come up: beat your 
plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into 
spears: let the weak say, I am strong.” This prophecy 
also forecasts the outcome. At a time like this the Eter- 
nal is to take a hand. “Assemble yourselves, and come, 
all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round 
about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O 
Lord. . . The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter 
his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth 
shall shake” (Joel 3: 9—11, 16). 

Consider the vast amounts of money being spent cur- 
rently by the United States for war purposes—at a forty 
billion dollar year rate—and the leading power of the 
Eastern bloc of nations is making a similar effort. How 
remarkable that the Lord should have been able to inspire 
His spokesmen to forecast these facts so accurately over 
twenty-five hundred years in advance. And what a vivid 
sign of Christ’s coming is their fulfillment before our 
very eyes! 

——And Cry Peace! 


And at the moment the other aspect of the prophecy is 
meeting its fulfillment. Simultaneous with the war prep- 
aration is the search for a basis of peace. The apostle 
Paul foretold this effort, also predicted its outcome, as 
a source of strength and encouragement to the man or 
woman who is expecting the Lord from heaven, and 
yearns to be ready for acceptance. The following words 
were addressed to the Church at Thessalonica: “But of 
the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that 
I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the 
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, . . and they shall not escape. 
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should 
overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, 
and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor 
of darkness” (I Thess. 5: 1—5). 

During the past summer a major attempt has been 
made by world leaders to reduce tensions between East 
and West, and some progress seems to have been made. 
On both sides of the Iron Curtain the effort is gaining 
momentum, giving a brighter outlook in a time of crisis 
such as never has been known. 

At what former time did a President of the United 
States engage in a peace mission to thirteen nations, 
taking him a third of the way around the globe? They are 
crying “peace,” and if they succeed to a degree in their 


efforts, they soon may add “safety” to their triumphant 
call. Brethren, we are not in darkness as to what these 
things mean; the day of the Lord is approaching; let us 


lift up our heads and rejoice. We are not in darkness that 
that day should overtake us as a thief. These signboards 
along the way point to the approach of that greatest of 
all events, the coming of the Lord. 


A Warning to Believers 


In II Peter 3 the Apostle is telling of the great time of 
trouble that must accompany the establishment of God’s 
new and better order upon earth. Verse 10 reads: “But 
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; 
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 
up.” Then Peter sounds a solemn word of warning in the 
following verse: “Seeing then that all these things shall 
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in 
all holy conversation and godliness.” Seeing that the pres- 
ent heavens and earth shall pass away—all the pomp 
and pride of man’s incompetent system of misrule, shall 
pass away forever—what manner of persons ought we 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness? 

“Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day 
of God.” Looking for the coming day, and not only look- 
ing for it, but hasting to be ready for it; working for it, 
preparing for it, surrendering all for it, that we may 
be worthy of living in it when it comes. 

Then the Apostle sounds the glad note of comfort: 
“Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness.” We are looking for a new heavens and earth, a new 
arrangement of things on the earth, sin and evil will 
not always be rampant as it is today, that is why we do 
not fear. We are looking for a new ruler, a righteous 
King, and for a righteous people to be taken out, over 
whom the King of righteousness can rule. God has given 
us the promise, and we have the best of reasons to 
believe it. 

Then in vy. 14 Peter admonishes us again to be faith- 
ful that the promises may become a reality to us: “Where- 
fore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be 
diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without 
spot, and blameless.” What a standard to reach, but 
what an incentive to reach it. “Be diligent that ye may 
be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.” 
Blameless, clean, through and through. That means per- 
fection of character. 

Then once again before closing his Epistle, Peter, 
realizing how easy it is to be led away with the error 
of the wicked, repeats the warning to his brethren in 
the faith—and to us, to be faithful, lest relaxing our 
ardor we fail of the prize of immortal life. “Ye therefore, 
beloved, seeing that ye know these things before, beware 
lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, 
fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
to him be glory both now and forever.” 


“O brother, be faithful! eternity’s years 
Shall tell for thy faithfulness now, 

When bright smiles of gladness shall scatter thy tears, 
A coronet gleam on thy brow. 


“O brother, be faithful! the promise is sure; 
That waits for the faithful and tried; 

To reign with the ransomed, immortal and pure, 
And ever with Jesus abide.” 
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Samuel 


Why that look of wondering awe? 
Why that posture of surprise? 
What the glory that he saw? 
Whose the form that filled his eyes? 
Nearer through the dark it came, 
And it called him by his name. 


On the child’s attentive ear, 
Through the stillness slowly fell 
Accents musical and clear, 
Twice repeated—Samuel! 
And the color left his cheek 
And he answered, “Speak, Lord, speak!” 


See him, innocent and fair, 
Sitting on his lowly bed, 

Gazing on God’s glory there, 
Drinking in the words He said, 

As the Lord in mercy mild, 

Communed with a little child; 


Who about the holy place, 
In a linen coat arrayed, 
Year by year had grown in grace. 
“Ministered,” and watched, and prayed, 
Far removed from mother dear, 
But to God his Father near, 


Thus a living sacrifice, 
He upon God’s altar lay; 
Prayer and praise by night arise, 
Works of love are done by day; 
Till the Lord from heaven called down, 
A child’s piety to crown. 





If Christ should make us a personal visit tomorrow 
could we carry on our daily routine of work, conversation, 
and thoughts? Those ways which we would alter, those 
works which we would omit, those thoughts which we 
would put away if Christ were coming tomorrow are just 
the ones to leave behind today. 


“T pray, good God, for soul-content, 

A smile to meet each day’s advent, 

A heart dependable and true, 

A will to fight each battle through. 
Each day I’d rise with thought serene, 
To meet my task with vision keen, 
And tho’ the sun should fill the morn, 
Or clouds should make the day forlorn, 
I pray good God, that by Thy art 

The sun may shine within my heart. 
The passing shadows life shall bring 
I pray may leave no lasting sting, 
But merely help me better know 

The meaning of my neighbor’s woe, 
And as I take my humble way 

Along the path that Thou didst lay, 

I would that I might gladness lend, 

A word, a thought unto a friend.” 


house called Dunston Pillar, was built on Lin- 

coln Heath to guide travelers over a trackless, 
barren waste, a veritable desert, almost in the heart of 
England. But now it stands in the midst of a fertile 
region. No barren heath has been visible, even from its 
top, for more than a generation. Superphosphate of lime 
has affected this magic transformation. Many a useless 
life has been made fruitful by the inspiration of a high 
ideal.” 

If you and I will apply the superphosphate of God’s 
Word, that which is high and elevating, our life which is 
naturally not good in God’s sight will blossom and bring 
forth the fruits of the Spirit. “If these things be in you 
and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be bar- 
ren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (II Pet. 1:8). “Sow justice for yourselves, and 
reap a harvest of God’s love; break up your fallow ground, 
by seeking the knowledge of the Eternal, till he comes 
to rain salvation on you” (Hosea 10:12, Moffatt). 

We can become trees of righteousness developed from 
seeds of God’s own sowing, if we only will. The fragrance 
of the blossoms and the richness of the fruitage will 


depend on how we take in the nourishment contained in 
God’s Word. 


66 ) THE middle of the 18th Century a light- 





The Lord is good and merciful, but His mercy will not 
extend to us unless we too, become merciful and good— 
become a new creature, pure and holy. 





Speak gently! ’tis a little thing dropped in the heart’s deep 
well; the good, the joy, that it may bring Eternity shall tell. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (cont.) 
(Continued from page 11) 


[political] shall be shaken. And then shall appear the sign 
of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. And he shall send his angels with the great sound 
of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other.” 

In verses 32, 33, Jesus gives a clear sign whereby we 
can know when these things are about to take place. Em- 
ploying the simile of the fig tree, when it breaks forth 
into leaf you know summer is near, so likewise when we 
should see all these things Jesus had been picturing, 
either fulfilled, or being fulfilled, then we could know 
that His coming is nigh. Then v. 34 reveals that “this 
generation,” the generation of people living when the 
tree of divine truths again begins to grow, “shall not 
pass till all these things be fulfilled.” 

Verse 36 specifically states that no man will know the 
day nor hour of Christ’s coming. The verses following 
forecast that the world at Christ’s coming will be unsus- 
pecting, as it was in the days of Noah, and how accu- 
rately that is fulfilled! The remainder of the chapter 
depicts other events associated with the days just prior 
to Jesus’ coming, also signaling His coming. 





The 
Word 
0 God—- 


AMILIAR WITH IT since childhood, we are likely to 
fF take it for granted, forgetting or overlooking its 

adventurous history. Knowledge of its origin and 
development strengthens rather than undermines our 
faith in its Divine inspiration. 

Where did we get our Bible? From God, of course; but 
it did not come down from heaven printed in English and 
bound in leather. In all His dealings with men, the 
Almighty has, wherever possible, used human instru- 
ments. Inspired writers were His mouthpieces; inspired 
leaders His executives. Like everything else, the Bible 
had a beginning. For the first 2500 years of the plan of 
salvation, there was, so far as we know, no written Word. 
None was needed. The people with whom God dealt were 
few in number, simple and direct in their mental proc- 
esses and daily life. Angels instructed the Patriarchs, 
who in turn taught their families and clans. 

Then came the Law from Sinai, which became the 
fixed and central basis of the Jewish faith. The Bible 
had begun to take form when Moses was commanded to 
“write these things in a book.” For 1100 years it grew, 
as prophets, poets and historians made their contri- 
butions. The Bible was growing in step with man’s need 
of it and all in anticipation of the time—our time—when 
it should be man’s only guide to salvation. 

By 150 B. C. the Old Testament as we have it today 
was completed, translated into Greek, and carried to 
all parts of the ancient world by the Jews of the Disper- 
sion. By the Fourth Century A. D. the entire Bible, its 
sixty-six books in their present order, was extant and 
accepted. Some people have an idea that certain books 
were voted in or out of the canon by councils or trans- 
lators. This is not true. Nothing of the kind ever hap- 
pened. The men who handled the Bible in its formative 
stages were not permitted to do as they pleased; behind 
and over them was a compelling Power, unseen but very 
real, which directed their work. 

The Book itself and its history confirm this. Spurious 
books crept in from time to time, even into the famous 
Septuagint, but they could not stay in. Genuine books, 
like James and Revelation, have been dropped out, but 
they could not stay out. Men have forged and imitated, 
but without permanent success. The apocryphal books 
betray their origin, even at first reading. 

Now this method of revealing the Divine will was 
not the way you or I or any other man would have done 
it, and that is all for the best, too. If it were a work of 











man, it would have been done according to familiar 
human models and would have reflected the ideas of man. 
The fact that it is so completely and utterly opposed to 
human thinking proves conclusively that it came “from 
afar” (Job 36:3). The Almighty knew what He was 
doing. 

Now consider the evidences of Divine protection and 
guidance. For three thousand years and more, all copies 
of the sacred writings were made by hand. There must 
have been hundreds and thousands of them. We know 
there were, because literally thousands of handwritten 
manuscripts survive to this day. Could you copy ten 
pages of writing without a mistake? I could not. Remem- 
ber, too, that much of this copying was done by men 
who did not agree with what they copied. The Jewish 
scribes were interpreters of the Law, brilliant men 
with ideas of their own, and by the time of Christ, Jewish 
theology was thoroughly paganized. What would be more 
natural than for each copyist to slant the text toward 
his own interpretation? Again, old copies were destroyed 
after recopying, so that the earliest Hebrew manuscripts 
extant, until very recently, dated from A. D. 900 or 1000. 

As human literature, we should reasonably expect to 
find a work so widely copied and so often edited, changed 
beyond recognition. Even a century or two would have 
reduced it to meaningless chaos. But what has really 
happened? Among the thousands of manuscripts extant, 
widely separated in time and place, there is no disagree- 
ment. Most convincing of all was an event of our own 
day. In 1947 a Bedouin shepherd stumbled upon a cave 
near the Dead Sea and found several big clay jars which 
contained ancient scrolls of leather. Religious authorities 
and archaeologists examined the jars and the script— 
the whole probably representing a despairing attempt 
by some long-forgotten synagogue to save its sacred books 
in the Roman wars—and announced that here were Old 
Testament texts, notably the complete book of Isaiah. 
dating back to 100 B. C.—ten centuries older than any 
other Hebrew text known to have survived. 

This was the opportunity of the ages for the textual 
corruption of a thousand years to show itself. Yet study 
of these scrolls has led to very few corrections. The 
corruption just was not there. “Here, in the case of one 
of the Bible’s most important books, is a text that brings 
us 1000 years closer to the original, yet it is almost 
precisely the same as the texts with which scholars have 
been working since medieval times.” Explain this away 
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if you can. As I said in the beginning, we behold in this 
Bible a major miracle, extending through the millen- 
niums for our benefit. 

No. We need have no fear or doubt about our Bible. 
Errors of translation have been made, of course, but 
nothing which invalidates or beclouds any principle of 
truth or alters man’s basic duty to do justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with his God. 

The story of how the Book was preserved through the 
Dark Ages, its bitterest enemies being its caretakers, 
and of its translation into our language, is another story 
and a thrilling one. I repeat, and I think you will agree, 


that our hearts should daily overflow with thankfulness 
to God for His unspeakable gift—His living Word. 


“Thanks for Thy Word, O blessed Redeemer ; 
Open our eyes its beauty to see; 

Grant us Thy grace to study it wisely, 
Close every heart to all but Thee.” 


“Thanks for the Bible, off’ring so freely 
Pardon and peace to all who believe; 

Help us, O Lord, its counsel to follow, 
Meekly by faith its truth receive.” 


‘Remolding Your Environment 


keepers at railroad crossings, but the one at the sum- 

mit of Laurel Mountain was different. He rendered 
service superior to the common job he held. Not only was 
his service superior but his little shelter alongside the 
tracks bore evidence of the difference. There were gay 
curtains at the tiny windows, red geraniums in window 
boxes, and flowers growing at the curbing of the little 
yard. The paths that the gatekeeper used were carefully 
swept and neatness and cheerfulness reflected the type 
of person who held this modest job. He did not allow 
his job to mold him into a common gatekeeper, he molded 
his environment. 

Each of us has an environment in which we live and as 
Christians must live superior lives. The apostle Paul 
gives us wise counsel, “Don’t let the world around you 
squeeze you into its own mold, but let God remold 
your minds from within, so that you may prove in practice 
that the Plan of God for you is good, meets all His de- 
mands and moves toward the goal of true maturity” 
(Rom. 12:2, Phillips). 

Although surrounded by the world we, as followers 
of Christ, need not be victims of our environment. Their 
life is cluttered with temporal affairs, but ours must not 
be. We have full instructions how to sweep our lives free 
from worldly conformity and press forward by continual 
spiritual achievement. To live the superior life which 
God requires we must come out from this mold of the 
werld, for, wrote Paul, “Come ye out from among them 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch no unclean 
thing; and I will receive you, and will be to you a Father, 
and ye sha‘l be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty. With these promises ringing in our ears, dear 
friends, let us keep clear of anything that smirches body 
or soul. Let us prove our reverence for God by conse- 
crating ourselves to him completely” (II Cor. 6: 17— 
7:1, Phillips). 

If we come out from this mold of the world and com- 
pletely consecrate our lives to God we shall grow many 
lovely virtues in our remolded environment. There is 
“humility, that low sweet root from which all heavenly 
virtues shoot,” and patience which must be “practiced 
to perfection.” And to have a happy unselfish spirit at 
all times, especially if it has not been our nature, is 
most valuable and rewarding to Christian progress. 

And if we would meet God’s demands and reach the 
goal of true maturity we must always be thankful. The 
thankless say they have nothing to be thankful for, they 
lack appreciation and simple sight and feeling, not to be 


ie OUR TRAVELS, we have often observed gate- 


aware of life’s countless daily blessings. He who has 
all the comforts and blessings life affords and is not 
thankful for them is just as though he had no comforts 
and blessings. “We truly possess only that which we 
appreciate, and thankfulness is an indispensable ingre- 
dient of true appreciation, the brand of possession.” 

If we truly desire a remolded life, thankfulness will 
be an everblooming plant in our environment. We will 
be thankful above all else for this glorious “light of life” 
which teaches us the difference between the clean and 
unclean in God’s sight. We will be thankful for the lov- 
ing correction which alerts us to sins which are stunting 
our spiritual growth, or which may be insidiously leech- 
ing our spiritual vitality. Thus “reproofs of instruction 
are the way of life.” For trials we must be thankful also 
and use them to remold and strengthen our character. 
Remember at such times that excellent bit of advice, 
“When all kinds of trials and temptations crowd into 
your lives, my brothers, don’t resent them as intruders, 
but welcome them as friends! Realize that they come to 
test your faith and to produce in you the quality of 
endurance” (Jas. 1:2, 3, Phillips). 

The apostle Paul was so filled with faith and endurance 
for the glorious reward ahead, he withheld nothing from 
God. If he had not swept his environment clean of all 
self-interest he might have said, “Lord, I can’t stand 
these floggings they are ruining my health; and the way 
people look at me and criticize me for my religion makes 
me nervous! It’s too much for me!” Or: “it isn’t reason- 
able to expect a man to spend so much time preaching 
the gospel and earn nothing for it, with my talent and 
brilliant mind why should I stay with such a despised 
sect?” What did he really say? Let us observe how fully 
he had allowed the law of God to remold his life. Thus 
he concludes: “The outward man does indeed suffer wear 
and tear, but every day the inward man receives fresh 
strength. These little troubles (which are really so tran- 
sitory) are winning for us a permanent and glorious 
reward out of all proportion to our pain. For we are 
looking all the time not at the visible things but at the 
invisible. The visible things are transitory: it is the 
invisible things that are really permanent” (II Cor. 4:16 
—18). 

May we be caused to value our time and realize each 
day allotted us from the hand of God is a golden oppor- 
tunity in which to allow the power of His Word to remold 
our character to His standard of purity and holiness. For, 
to cite the timely reminder of Rom. 13:11: “Every day 
brings God’s salvation nearer.” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written 
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 15: 4). 


We should be happy indeed that the eternal Father 
recognized the interests of us, the frail inhabiters of this 
minor planet, and moved upon holy men of old through 
His Holy Spirit power to record for our learning things 
that would bring us comfort through life, and the hope of 
an eternal reward at the close of the Day of Salvation. 

Were we forced to accept the belief held by many, that 
the Creator, the symbol of all goodness, greatness, love 
and munificence, possessing unlimited power and wisdom 
and having lived through eternity past, never until about 
six thousand years ago created the smallest part of the 
visible universe nor any intelligent beings to share His 
boundless wealth, there might be good reason to doubt 
His ability to fulfill His promise, and so ignore the 
things written aforetime and brought to us as His written 
Word, the Bible. But when we take the broader and Scrip- 
tural view, that the plan on this earth is but a small part 
of an over-all pattern which has been eternally unfolding 
itself, that the worthy members of the human race are 
destined to become a part of His heavenly family (Eph. 
3:15) and this earth to be annexed to His glorious 
Heaven (Matt. 6:10), our interest in that Plan should 
induce us to apply ourselves to the study of the things 
written aforetime. 

Our Heavenly Father has written us a Volume con- 
sisting of sixty-six books or letters, and can we truthfully 
say that we love and respect Him if we never read or 
peruse those letters? In thousands of homes in our land 
today the Bible lies on the shelf from one year’s end to 
the other and is never looked into or studied. There is 
time for recreation, to take needed rest, to provide the 
sustenance needful for the body, time to attend places of 
amusement and social functions, but no time to acquire 
the only knowledge that will assure them a life beyond 
our short mortal existence. 

Paul commanded his son in the faith, Timothy (II Tim. 
2:15), “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth.” Also Jesus, during His earthly minis- 
try, declared (John 5:39) : “Search the Scriptures”; and 
again in the book of Revelation, sent by the hand of 
an angel after He had ascended to the Father, He plainly 
stated (1:3), “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein.” Furthermore, everyone of 
the redeemed seen standing with the Lamb on Mt. Zion 
(Rev. 14:1), had the name or Word of God written in 
their foreheads. 

As these words to the church at Rome were penned 
some time before the close of the Apostolic age, the 
“things written aforetime” to which thev referred could 
not have included all we now have in the New Testament. 


as this and other contemporary writings—as well as the 
Epistles yet unwritten—must of necessity be excepted. 
The great Apostle evidently referred particularly to the 
writings of Moses and the prophets. So in this study let 
us focus our attention especially on them. 

It is enlightening to note that the things written afore- 
time were to bring comfort and hope to the individual 
who would apply himself to their study. To the higher 
critic the Old Testament carries little weight. He consid- 
ers it valuable as a piece of classic literature, and its his- 
tory of the birth, growth and existence of the Jewish na- 
tion as an enlightening glimpse into the life of those early 
times, but as for its containing comfort or hope—well, he 
just doesn’t see it that way. We will let it speak for itself. 

For many years scientists have made the gloomy pre- 
diction that some day all life upon this planet is to be ex- 
tinguished, and the earth itself cease to exist; while the 
promise in Eccl. 1:4 is, “One generation passeth away, 
and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for 
ever.” In Numbers 14: 21 the Almighty promised unequiv- 
ocally to fill the earth with His glory. “As truly as I live, 
all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.” 
That surely is a comforting promise, in view of the wick- 
edness, misery, suffering and death prevailing here now. 
The prophets also inform us that if worthy this earth 
shall be our eternal home after it has been filled with 
God’s glory. 

The Old Testament assures us that the curse of war 
shall finally be lifted from the earth. Psalm 46:9, “He 
maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth.” The 
prophets Isaiah and Micah (Isaiah 2 and Micah 4) both 
speak of the time when men shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks; when 
“nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.” 

The prophets also foretell of a time when, as the re- 
sult of God’s judgments to come on earth, crime and evil 
of every description shall forever be swept from the face 
of this fair earth: “For when thy judgments are in the 
earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteous- 
ness.” Surely here is a comforting promise. 

Moses, Samuel, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel and 
others foretold the coming of the Messiah. They not only 
spake of His first coming as Prophet and Priest, but also 
had much to say of His second advent as King of the 
whole earth. For example, Jer. 23:5, “Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a right- 
eous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and 
shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.” 

The hope of the Resurrection of the dead is amply con- 
veyed to us through the words of the prophets. It was the 
hope of patient Job (19: 25—27). It was the hope of 
Isaiah (26:19), “Thy dead men shall live, together with 
my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that 
dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the 
earth shall cast out the dead.” Again Hosea, speaking for 
God, declares (18:14), “I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave; I will redeem them from death.” 

Even the lofty principle of perfection of character was 
stressed away back in the days of Abraham, when the A]- 
mighty promised to bless him and give him the earth for 
an everlasting inheritance upon the condition he would 
walk before Him and become perfect (Gen. 17: 1). Sure- 
ly these things written aforetime are well worth learning 
and if complied with will bring us both comfort and hope. 





Questions and Answers 


A correspondent living in High Prairie, Alta., Canada, 
writes wishing information on some portions of Matthew 
24. Perhaps a digest of the whole chapter will be more 
helpful to him than a discussion of specified verses. 

In our study of this chapter we will observe that Jesus 
was forecasting future events, some near, some far; and 
that His prophecy moved forth and back from one age to 
another without saying “paragraph.” 

The chapter begins with Jesus leaving the temple, and 
as they were going out of the city, the disciples called 
His attention to the great buildings and massive walls. 
Jesus said, “See ye not all these things? verily I say unto 
you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down.” This was one of our Mas- 
ter’s short-range prophecies. It covered the destruction 
of the temple which should be accomplished when the city 
of Jerusalem itself should be destroyed, some thirty-seven 
years later. 

In y. 3 the disciples came to Him privately, saying: 
“Tell us, when shal! these things be? and what shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” 
One could easily get a mistaken idea from this last 
sentence, “the end of the world.” However, the physical 
world is never to end. “One generation passeth away, and 
another generation cometh, but the earth abideth for 
ever” (Eccl. 1: 4). That word “world” is translated from 
the Greek word aion, which means, “age, indefinite time, 
dispensation.” Hence they asked Jesus, what shall be the 
sign of the end or “consummation of the age.” It is thus 
translated in Wilson’s Emphatic Diaglott, and the Revised 
Standard Version. We should observe the disciples’ words 
carefully: “what shall be the sign of thy coming, and the 
end of the ‘age?’ ” Jesus was still with them. He had not 
yet ascended to heaven, but He had already informed 
His followers that He would ascend to heaven, also that 
He would come back (John 14:3). Hence when the dis- 
ciples spoke of His coming they could only have referred 
to His long foretold second coming, and the end of 
the age could only be the end of man’s age of misrule, 
or the consummation of Gentile times (Luke 21: 24). 

Then in vs. 4—138 Jesus pictured in broad outline the 
things that should befall His church and the world at 
large, and issued some timely warnings. He said in effect: 
“First of all you must be careful not to let men lead you 
astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am the 
Messiah,’ and the ‘Time is at hand.’ Many will be led 
astray, but you must not be deceived. You wiil hear of 
wars and rumors of wars: see that you be not troubled: 
for all these things must come to pass. Nation shall rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will 
be famines and earthquakes in various places. There will 
be unusual appearances in the sky and vague terrors 
abroad, but do not be disturbed. 

“These things must necessarily come and they will be 
the beginning of your suffering, but the end will not im- 
mediately follow.” He then forewarned them how they 
would be afflicted, killed, hated of all nations for His 
name’s sake. And many false prophets should arise and 
deceive many. And because iniquity should abound, the 
love of many should wax cold. And then looking away 
down to the end of Gentile times He gives the comforting 
assurance: “But he that shall endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved.” 
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Then in vs. 14—20 Jesus issued a short-range prophecy 
which was to terminate with the destruction of their 
city, Jerusalem, and signal the end of the Jewish age or 
world. “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world tor a witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come.” Theology teaches that this command 
of Jesus is still unfulfilled, that before Christ’s second 
coming the gospel must be preached to all the world, but 
we have two clear proofs against this position. The verses 
following immediately go right on to describe the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem; also they list Jesus’ commands to the 
people to make their getaway while escape was still pos- 
sible; and we also have positive statements to show that 
the apostles and others fulfilled that commission, and 
‘he gospel was preached to the then-known world during 
the Apostolic Age. (Read Mark 16: 20; Rom. 10: 18; Col. 
1: 28). 

Beginning with Matt. 24:21 Jesus again shifts His 
forecasting, this time focussing it on the period of time 
known as the “apostasy,” or great falling away from the 
truth. Daniel foretold this great “tribulation” in chapters 
7 and 8 of the book bearing his name. An ecclesiastical 
power should emerge from Rome, the fourth major king- 
dom on earth, which should “wear out the saints of the 
most High, and think to change times and laws, and they 
[should] be given into his hand. . . Yea, he magnified 
himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the 
daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his 
sanctuary was cast down. And an host was given him 
against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and 
it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practiced, and 
prospered” (Dan, 7: 25; 8:11, 12). Paul also spake of 
this departing from the faith in II Tim. 4: 1—4, and in 
II Thess. 2: 3—8. 

Verse 22 reveals that this trend will not be perpetual, 
the long dark night will end, those days will be shortened: 
“And except those days should be shortened, there should 
no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall 
be shortened.” Then follow other warnings by Jesus that 
apply only to the time of the end: “Then if any man shall 
say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, 
and shall show great signs and wonders; inasmuch that, 
if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” But 
the inference is that that will not be possible. 

Then with divine insight Jesus singles out with 
astounding accuracy a claim broadcast by an active group 
of religious people today—that Jesus is at the present 
time upon earth, but in hiding, in the desert, or in the 
secret chamber—and promptly discredits that claim: 
“Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in 
the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret 
chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out 
of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be” (vs. 23—27). 

Then in vs. 29—31 Christ pictures the events next in 
order after the close of this period of “tribulation,” His 
reappearance, and ascension into power: “Immediately 
after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be dark- 
ened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 


(Continued on page 7) 
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better Things 


Beiter to smell the violet cool than sip the glowing wine; 


Better to hark a hidden brook than watch a diamond shine. 


* the love of gentle heart than beauty’s favors proud; 


vii 


the rose’s living seed than roses in a crowd. 


‘the love of humble few who walk the narrow way, 
- the friends the Master loves than the praise of worldings gay. 


- be fed by a mother’s hand than eat alone at will; 
- to trust in God than say, My goods my storehouse fill. 


‘to be a little wise than in knowledge to abound; 


LU 


* to teach a child than toil to fill ambition’s round. 
it at a master’s feet than thrill a listening state; 
r suspect that thou art proud than be sure that thou art great. 
er to walk in the realm unseen than watch the hour’s event; 
* the well done at the last than the air with shoutings rent. 


er to have a quiet grief than a hurrying delight; 
twilight of the dawn than the noonday burning bright. 
it at the water’s birth than a sea of the waves to win; 
the love that floweth forth than the love that cometh in. 
r a death when work is done than earth’s most favored birth; 
*a child in God’s great house than a king of all the earth. 


—Sel. and alt. 
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